
Arthur Gavin was born in Ashland, Wisconsj_n, on October 23, 
1895, and was graduated from the University of Wisconsj.n at Mndison 
in 1917, He enlisted as an Apprentice Seaman j_n thou. S, Navy in 
December of that yeo.r, and icieryEJd during World Wo,r I. I,fter flight 
instruction at the Naval Air Station, Peruiacolo., Florido., he wo.s 
commissioned Ensign and designated Naval Aviator #1242 j.n the U, s. 
Naval Reserve Force on September 14, 1918, He wo.s promotod to 
Lieutenant ( junior grade), April 1, 1920; Lieutenant, July 1, 1920; 
was transferred to the Regular Navy in that rank and subsoquehtly 
was promoted as follows: Lieutenant Commander, Docombor 9, 1931; 
Commander, August 1, 1938; Captain, June 23, 194-2, and Coramodore, 
November 2, 1945, reverting to Captain on August 26, 1947, On July 
1, 1949, he was transferred to the Retired List and advanced in 
grade to tho.t of Commodore, 

In October 1918, he was ordered to duty o.t tho Havo.l Air 
Station, P.ensacola, Florida, and the following October ho was ordered 
to the Naval Recruiting Stat:ton, Houston, Texas, fo1· c1uty ;i.n con
nciotion with recruiting aviat:ton mechan;i.cs. From Januo.1°y- 1920 to 
June 1923 he had duty at the Naval Air Station, San Dioco, Califor
nia, 

Ordered to Aircraft Squadrons, Scouting Floet, in June 1923, 
he was assigned duty with Scouting Plane Squadron ONE, attached 
to the aircraft tender WRIGHT, and in June 1925 was transferred to 
Scouting SquD.dro11 ONE, based on the aircraft carrier r:.,-TGLEY. While 
serving in this assignmep.t ho made the historic fl:tc;ht :::"rorn the 
West Coast to Ho.wa_ii. Detached fr.om Scouting Squadron OI-ffi, in 
January 1926, h_e had duty in the USS MEDUSA until Juno of that year. 
The following two years he ho,d duty as a Test Pilot o.t tho Naval 
Aircraft Factory, Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

In 1927, using t):lo first pair of Wright cyelone engines ever 
.made, he won the Schiff Trophy (annual presentation fol' the greatest 
number of hours flown with safety to pi,rsonnol and matorinl), when 
he set an endurance record of thj_rty-soven hours in tho o.ir. His 
record for tho.t year wo,s eight hundred and sixty-five hours and 
twenty minutes, 

Ro joined Obsevation Bquadron THREE (later redosicnated Scout
ing Squaclron FIVE), in f,ugust 1928, o.nd was based aboard the USS 
MEMPHIS, operating on Asiatie Station. Transferred to Scouting 
Squadron FIVE, aviation unit of tho_ USS MARBLEHEAD, in!lovember 
1929, he served with that squadron until August 1930, when hero
turned to the United States for duty at the Naval Air Station, 
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Anacostia, D. c,, serving in that assignment until Muy•l933. The 
succeeding two years he commanded Torpedo Squadron ONE, and later 
Bombing Squadron ONE, based on the aircraft carrier LEXINGTON. 

Between June 1935 and May 1937, he had duty as a Designer of 
dive-bombers in the Engineering Division, Bureau of :.oronautics, Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C, Ho served as Navigato1° and later Air 
Officer of the aircraft car1•ier LANGLEY from May 1937 until June 

11939, when .he was assigned duty as Operations Offico1 on the staff 
of the Commander, Patrol Wing THREE, From January 1941 until 
December 191+2 he was Commander Patrol Wing SEVEN, and Patrol Wing 
THREE, successively, 

On December 14, 1942, he assumed oommand of the Naval Air 
Stat1on, Miami, Florida, and in August 19~-3 was designated Con;1-
mandant, Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Plorida. Detached from 
that duty in April 1944 he assumed command of tl,ll US3 PilJiGER, and 
on April 24 she departed from Staten Island, J\Tow York, for Casablanc[i 
with a cargo of U. s. Army P-38 airplanes, plus a pansonger group 
of Allied service personnel. 

He was in tactical command as Commander Task Group TWENTY-SEVEF/ 
POINT ONE and the RANGER remained at Casablanca from May lf to May 7, 
casting off on the latter date with nineteen war-worn U, S, Army 
airplanes, plus a passenger group of Allied service personnel, On 
returning to the United States the R,'lNGER under his command re
ported to Norfoll<, Virginia, for reconditloning and addition of a 
modern Combat Information Center, and new radar equipment, Trans-. 
ferred to the Pacific the RANGER ope11ated on tro,nsport duty and 
acted as a carrier qualification training ship, 

Detached from command of the RANGER :Ln January 1945, he as
sumed duty as Commander, Pleet Air Wing FIVE, commandine;that group 
from February to July 1945. He assumed command, on ,".ugust 17, 191+5, 
of the Naval Ail' Baso, Philippine Islands, with additional duty as 
Commander, Naval Air Base, Samarisland, Phi11ppine Islands, In 
January 1946 he was ordered to duty as Commander,· Pleet :dr Wing 
TEN, with additional duty as Commander, Aircraft, Philippine Sea 

·Frontier. He was assigned to the Naval ·Air Material Oep.ter, Philao.el
phia, Pennsylvania, in Juno 1947, and continuod to sol'vo in that 
duty until July 1, 1949, when he was transferred to tho Retired List 
of the U, S, Navy 

Commodore Gavin has the World War I Victory Modal, the i,meri
qan Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the American Campaign Medal; 
tho Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Modal; the World War II Victory Medal; 
find the Ph1lippino Independence Ribbon, 
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